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Introduction 


This paper reviews the evidence for the origins of William and Ann Orton, who had a 
total of five children christened at Blaby, Leicestershire between 1728 and 1736/7. They 
were my 6x great grandparents and now have a multitude of descendants living across 
the world. 


In the 18th century, Blaby was a rural village situated about five miles south of the 
centre of Leicester. Most of the land in the parish was not built upon; a population of 
1,258 was reported by the 1801 census. In more recent times, there has been much 
development in and around Blaby so, although it is still not administratively part of the 
City of Leicester, the parish is now part of the continuously built-up area. 
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The children 


These baptisms are the earliest events relating to William and Ann Orton that are 
recorded in Blaby parish register: 


e 8 November 1728 - Thomas son of Wm & Ann Orton 

e 9 June 1731 - Ann Dr of William and Ann Orton 

e 8 November 1732 - William son of William & Ann Orton 
e 28 April 1734 - Mary Dr: of Wm & Ann Orton 

e 10 March 1736/7 - Thomas son of Wm & Ann Orton 


There is no record during the period when these children were baptised of any Orton 
marriages or adult burials at Blaby and the longest interval between each successive 
christening was less than 35 months. It is therefore very unlikely that any of the children 
were of different mothers. 


The Orton surname 


Orton is not a particularly unusual surname in England. The 1841 census - the first that 
aimed to record the names of all its inhabitants — includes about 1,770 individuals with 
the Orton surname. Some 400 of them were living in Leicestershire. As well as within 
that county, Orton can be found as a place name in Cumbria, Northamptonshire and 
Staffordshire, so its adoption as a surname is likely to have happened independently in 
different parts of the country. 


Origins of William Orton 


William Orton was buried at Blaby on 7 March 1742/3, no age or other details being 
stated in the parish register or bishop's transcript. As the Blaby register contains no 
Orton baptisms before 1728, it is almost certain that William came from outside the 
parish. There are many possible candidates. 
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The index compiled by FindMyPast (FMP) to its scans of Leicestershire parish registers 
lists 22 William Ortons baptised during the period when it is likely that the father of the 
five children at Blaby would probably have been born (i.e. 1682-1712, which covers the 
period between 16 and 46 years before the christening of his first known child). All these 
entries have been checked with the relevant parish registers, which confirm the details 
but none include a reference to Blaby. It is also possible that the William Orton who 
arrived at Blaby came from outside the county or that for some other reason his baptism 
does not appear in the FMP index. 


Statements have appeared on the Internet and elsewhere that William Orton was born 
about 1703 at ‘Blaby Rectory’ - none citing primary evidence. From correspondence it 
seems that the reference to ‘Blaby Rectory’ came from notes made by a researcher in 
about 1945. The reason for the Rectory being mentioned is probably that at that time, 
the parish register was kept at Blaby itself, presumably at the house of the Rector. 


The suggestion of William Orton being born at Blaby Rectory is not plausible as the name 
of the Rector of the parish from 1688 to 1708 was Richard Duke, who signed many of 
the years’ entries in the parish register during that period. The only curate mentioned in 
the register in that era was also not called Orton. 

So, it is not known when or where the first William Orton at Blaby was born or baptised. 


Origins of Ann Orton 


The two non-infant burials in the Blaby parish register of an Ann Orton before 1813 are: 


e 27 February 1772 - Ann Orton 
e 23 August 1784 - Ann Orton 


A tombstone in Blaby churchyard (shown left) 
commemorates ‘Ann wife of William Orton 
who died August 20" 1784 aged 33 years; 
also William Orton who died Jan. 14‘ 1827 
aged 77 years.’ Therefore, the burial record of 
1772 is the only one there that could be of the 
Ann whose first child was christened in 1728. 


William and Ann Orton were not married at 
Blaby. The FMP indexes to Leicestershire 
marriage registers and licences does not 
include any record for a couple with their 
names during 1677-1731. This may mean that 
they were married outside Leicestershire but 
they may have married within the county in a 
parish whose register is not included or is 
wrongly indexed in the FMP collection. No 
record of a marriage that might be theirs has 
been found in Ancestry’s indexes to its scans 
of Northamptonshire or Warwickshire parish 
registers. Two suggestions that have been 
proposed for their marriage - at Hinckley or Nuneaton - are discussed below: 
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(1) William Orton and Anne Peacefar were married at St Mary, Hinckley on 4 March 
1731/2. The allegation for their marriage licence states William Orton was a bachelor of 
Hinckley, aged 22 years or thereabout, and Anne Peacefar a single woman of the same 
parish, aged 26 or thereabouts. They could not be the couple at Blaby, as they were 
married before their first child was christened in 1728. Moreover, William and Ann 
(Peacefar) Orton were parents of six children christened at Hinckley during 1732-1750. 


(2) It has been suggested that Ann, the wife of William of Blaby, was the same 
person as Hannah, daughter of John and Luci Petty, whose baptism on 18 September 
1706 is recorded in the register of St Nicholas, Nuneaton, Warwickshire - some 16 
miles from Blaby. No primary sources support the theory, which is weak as the name 
Hannah was not usually interchangeable with Ann. William Orton and Hannah Petty 
were married at St Nicholas on 3 May 1730 (the year is wrongly indexed by Ancestry as 
1729). Children of ‘William Orton’ were baptised at the same church in 1731 & 1732 
and of ‘William & Hannah Orton’ in 1733/4, 1741/2 & 1745. The last entry is too late 
for the father to be the William who was buried at Blaby in 1742/3 and the 1730 
marriage at Nuneaton took place too late to be of the couple who had already started 
their family at Blaby in 1728. This leads to the conclusion that William & Hannah Orton 
at Nuneaton and William & Ann Orton at Blaby were not the same couple. 


The origins of Ann, the wife of William Orton of Blaby, remain obscure. Her maiden name 
is not known, so it is not possible to seek possible references to her birth or baptism. 


Appendix — Christenings of William Ortons in the FMP index (1682-1712) 


Year Parents Place 

1682 | William & Mary Husbands Bosworth 
1683 | William & Amy Leicester St Martin 
1685 | William & Sarah Leicester St Martin 
1689 | Thomas Leicester St Margaret 
1695 _ | John & Mary Hungarton 

1697 | George Breedon on the hill 
1697 | Livewell & Elizabeth Leicester St Martin 
1699 | John & Elisabeth Loddington 

1699 | Thomas & Joyce Leicester St Martin 
1700 | William Ashby de la Zouch 
1701 | William & Katharetta Stretton en le Field 
1703 | William & Ann Hungarton 

1703 | William & Mary Thornton 

1703 | William & Elizabeth Ashby Parva 

1704 | William Ashby de la Zouch 
1706 | William & Elizabeth Ashby Parva 

1707 | William & Emma Stoney Stanton 
1708 | Thomas Norton juxta Twycross 
1708 | Katherine Earl Shilton 

1709 | William & Elizabeth Market Bosworth 
1711 | James & Elizabeth Leicester All Saints 
1711 | William & Sarah Leicester St Martin 


